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Pioneering feminist theorist, theologian and author Dr. Mary Daly will 
join us as the first Patricia L. Cross Scholar-in-Residence with the Matilda 

Joslyn Gage Foundation on the weekend of Sep-
tember 30 – October 2 . Preliminary plans call for a 
lecture on Friday night and an intimate dinner 
gathering on Saturday.  If you’d like to be part of 
this historic weekend, please contact the Gage 
Foundation right away to reserve a space, as par-
ticipation will be limited.  
  

Dr. Daly stands at the forefront of feminist theory with her brilliant reve-
lations of how the structures and myths of patriarchy degrade all, but es-
pecially women's,  humanity. The author of seven books and countless arti-
cles that have “put feminist theology and feminist ethics on the academic 
and political map,” Daly is an internationally-recognized lecturer, author 
and critic of the church.  
 

In her forthcoming book, the foremost "post-christian feminist" engages in 
conversation with her spiritual foremother, Matilda Joslyn Gage.  Finaliz-
ing the footnotes, Mary couldn’t locate the exact source of one of her favor-
ite Gage quotes.  Sue Boland perused Gage’s 1878-1881 newspaper, The 
National Citizen and Ballot Box, and tracked down the quote, which 
seems most appropriate for our Mother’s Day issue. 
 

“The women of to-day are the thoughts of their mothers and grandmothers embodied 
and made alive.  They are active, capable, determined and bound 
to win.  They have a thousand generations back of them.  The pres-
sure lies not alone in their own veins and arteries, but the heredi-
tary transmission of qualities is making itself felt.  Millions of 
women dead and gone are speaking through us to-day.  If we are 
false to woman’s demands, we are false to the mothers who bore us.  
The revenges of time lie in our hands.”- Matilda Joslyn Gage, The 
National Citizen and Ballot Box.  May 1880, p. 3. 

Celebr ity Auction 

Friends of Gage won't 
want to miss this year's 
Celebrity Auction to be 
held at the Wellington 
House in Fayetteville on 
Sunday,   October 2 from 
1 to 4 PM. This promises to 
be our biggest and best 
auction yet!   If you have 
suggestions, donations or 
want to volunteer, please 
email our auction chairs,  

Make your plans 
now for the Septem-
ber 30 - October 2 
weekend in Fayette-
vil le. The company will 
be superb, the fall leaves 
will be at their peak, and 
you can support the Gage 
Foundation while having 
a truly memorable time.  
Call or email us today for 
an early reservation. For 
special hotel rates please 
call the Craftsman Inn at 
315-637-8000 by Au-
gust 31. Tell them you're 
part of the Gage Founda-
tion weekend. 

Mary Daly 

Matilda Joslyn Gage 

FEM I NI ST I CON M ARY DALY COM I NG TO TH E 
GAGE H OM E  

Spring 2005 

Delores Hnat and Dee Petta, at: 
deloreshnat@yahoo.com or 
dmpcompute@aol.com. 



 

 

FROM  
OUR 
M AI LBOX 

Lynn Bergan, (right), 
Office Manager, joins 
Executive Director 
Sally Roesch Wagner 
in welcoming Harry 
Gage Carpenter to the 
front parlor of his great-
grandmother on a re-
cent visit.  A member of 
the Descendant’s Advi-
sory Committee, Harry 
continues to provide 
leadership in financial 
support and fundraising 
for the Gage Founda-
tion.  
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Christina Dennaoui, a Kalamazoo 
(Michigan) College senior just finished a 
two-month internship at the Gage Founda-
tion.  Here is her report to her school paper: 

 My work days here at the Gage 
House consist of faxing, answering phones, 
addressing/ collecting mail, checking email. 
As wonderful as these skills will look on my 
resume someday, the real value of my in-
ternship has been in the feminist dialogues 
concerning the current movement and its 
past incarnations between my “boss” and I.  

 Everyday in the Gage house there 
are three generations of feminists present: 
two physically and one metaphysically. I 
spend my time walking around the house 
where Stanton, Anthony, and Gage sat 
righting (misspelling on purpose) the history 
of woman suffrage. I sleep in the room where 
Gage and Anthony edited it and in the win-
dow there are the remains of Susan B's sig-
nature from when she scratched her name 
into glass with a diamond ring. As I read 
Gage’s work, I think about how heartbreak-
ing it is that most people, most women, have 
no idea who she is. We as feminists have a 
responsibility to our foremothers to see that 
their work reaches its fruition. We owe this 
to them, ourselves and our posterity. 
 

 

In addition to her daily work, Christina pre-
pared a Youth-based Advertising Initiative 
proposal for us, full of excellent ideas about 
how “to market Gage to the progressive 
feminist youth of the country.”  If you’d like 
to join us in this initiative or look into an in-
ternship, please contact the Foundation. 

DELIGHTED TO HEAR FROM DONNA TAYLOR WHO 
WRITES:  I am a 4th grade teacher in NYC and have just learned 
about MJ Gage through research about Haudenosaunee women and 
how they influenced 19th century women.  My students have been very 
happy to learn about how Gage and her colleagues were impressed with 
the lives of Haudenosaunee women, and I would love to know more 
about how I can support the foundation.   

FROM GAGE DESCENDANT MAC DONALDSON: 
Matilda Jewell Gage, the granddaughter and namesake of Matilda 
Joslyn Gage, repeatedly told the story of her Uncle Frank Baum’s love of 
breakfast meats, and her Aunt Maud Gage Baum’s constant search for 
new ones to serve.  Mac Donaldson, whose mother, Janet Baum 
Donaldson, was a granddaughter of Frank and Maud, carried on the 
family tradition.  Mac writes us about “…the remembrance of my mother, 
Janet, and what seemed normal at the time; as to her compulsion to have 
different breakfast meats to serve us. These ranged from regular bacon to 
Canadian bacon to sweetbreads, to chicken livers, and even chipped 
beef…”  The breakfast meat tradition carried on for three generations! 

JOIN US IN KEEPING GAGE’S VISION ALIVE 
Ila Fraser comes to the Gage Home every Tuesday afternoon and spends sev-
eral hours copying, filing and keeping our publicity folder up to date.  At 
Claremont College in California, student Grace Magruder transcribes the 
letters of Matilda Joslyn Gage on her computer, while Kathleen Bishop does 
the same thing in Lee Center, New York. These are just some of the volunteer 
opportunities at the Gage Foundation.  Interested?  Contact Mary Druke, vol-
unteer coordinator, at mmdruke@alltel.net and jump on board. 

 

 

¨  The Gage Foundation is very grateful to 
Gloria Steinem, National Advisory Com-
mittee member, who arranged for us to re-
ceive a $7,500 Gloria Steinem grant from 
the Ms. Foundation for Women.  The 
money is earmarked for general support. 

 
¨  A $28,000 grant from the Underground 

Railroad Heritage Trail Grant Program 

will allow us to stabilize some of the most 
endangered portions of the Gage Home.  
We were eligible to apply for this grant be-
cause of our designation as an official Un-
derground Railroad site, the only UGRR 
home in Onondaga County open to the 
public.  This is part of Governor George 
Pataki’s $1.4 million commitment to 
“develop heritage tourism in the Empire 
State by preserving important Under-
ground Railroad and anti-slavery sites”.  
The Gage Home will also be eligible for fu-
ture assistance in developing and installing 
interpretive signs and exhibits.  

 
¨  The Gage Foundation, in collaboration with 

the Syracuse Peace Council, received a 
$5000 grant from the Central New York 

Community Foundation to undertake a 
public education campaign to encourage 
open dialogue about the recently filed 
Onondaga land rights case.  The campaign's 
educational presentations and dialogue 
groups will highlight the environmental 
focus of the Onondaga Nation's land rights 
case.  The goal is also to educate the com-
munity about other aspects of Haudenosau-
nee life including their status as a sovereign 
nation, culture and history, and the role of 
women, which Gage deemed far superior to 
that of women under the custom and law of 
the United States.  Matilda Joslyn Gage, 
who supported treaty rights and native sov-
ereignty in her newspaper, The National  

 

  

¨  The Gage Foundation, through the work of Sue Boland, re-
ceived one of four “Sites Re-Seen” grants awarded by the 
Museum Program of the New York State Council on the 
Arts. Fayetteville artist Sarah McCoubrey, an Associate 
Professor of Art at Syracuse University, will create an ex-
hibit of images and documents to be displayed in the Gage 
home November 15 through December 15.  Drawing upon 
her 20 years as a landscape painter, McCoubrey has cre-
ated a fictional character, Hannah Morse, who is a 19th cen-
tury woman struggling to become a great landscape 
painter.  For this exhibit, McCoubrey will answer the ques-
tion, “What if Hannah Morse met the real-life Matilda Jos-
lyn Gage?”  McCoubrey states, “Connecting Morse to Gage 
is a way of connecting her to the vibrant moment in Central 
New York when courageous women helped shape the in-
tellectual and cultural landscape of the 19th century.”       

FOUR GRANTS IN THREE MONTHS! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MATILDA  
Gage Foundation supporters celebrated the 179th anniversary of 
Matilda Josyln Gage’s birth on March 22 at Friendly’s, with 10% of 
the restaurant’s proceeds going to the Gage Foundation.  Courtney 
Stone, (left) Manager at Friendly’s Restaurant in Fayetteville, hands 
Jack Manno a donation to 
the Gage Foundation.  Dr. 
Manno serves on the Gage 
Foundation Board of Trus-
tees.  With Jack is his sis-
ter, Terri Manno, who also 
celebrated her birthday 
during the event.  Our 
thanks to Friendly’s for 
their generosity.  
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JOIN US! 
The Underground Railroad Curriculum Development Committee is devel-
oping educational material for use by local schools, community groups, and 
the Gage Home.  The material will highlight the house's designations on 
both the New York State Underground Railroad Heritage Trail and The 
National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom.  All volunteers, 
educators and historians are welcome to attend the monthly meetings.  
Please contact Grace Clancy at Gmm4521@aol.com or 458-5132.     

Citizen and Ballot Box, was adopted into the Wolf Clan 
of the Mohawk Nation in 1893.  The Haudenosaunee in-
fluence on the woman’s rights movement is one of the ma-
jor interpretive missions of the Gage Foundation.  
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MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE IN THE NEWS 

MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE IN CYBERSPACE 

¨  The Gage Foundation will be featured in May on the National Collaborative for Women's His-
tory Sites (NCWHS) website (www.ncwhs.oah.org/ site_feature.html). The Gage Foundation is 
a founding member of the NCWHS and our executive director sits on the board. 

 
¨  “Gage Stands Against Mixing Church and State” headlined Louise Bernikow’s article in the 

February edition of  Women’s E-News. Bernikow, an historian who sits on our National Advi-
sory Committee, celebrated Gage’s speech at the February 1890 founding convention of Gage’s 
anti-theocracy organization, The Woman’s National Liberal Union.  This speech, “Dangers of 
the Hour,” is available for purchase through the Gage Foundation and is “yet another way 
Gage is frighteningly relevant today," Louise writes.  Sign up to become a member (free) of 
Women’s E-News to view her article at :                                                                                                                                      
www.womensenews.org/ article.cfm/ dyn/ aid/ 2170/ context/ archive.   

   
¨  We are delighted that the education programs at the Gage Home were cited in the March 21 

edition of The Education Innovator, the weekly e-mail newsletter from the Office of Innovation 
and Improvement at the U.S. Department of Education. The office is responsible for the Teach-
ing American History Grant Program. National Advisory Committee member Michael Patrick 
Hearn’s sister, Cynthia Hearn Dorfman, is editor of The Education Innovator.   

Matilda Joslyn Gage will appear in the May issue of Quilt Sampler magazine, when Fayetteville’s own Calico 
Gals will be featured as one of the country’s top ten quilt shops. “The area is rich in women’s history and pro-
gress,” the article states.  “Women’s rights leader Matilda Joslyn Gage was born nearby and it is 
a fitting place for quilts and quilting.” Co-owner Barbara Huntington is quoted as saying, “We 
are so proud of being women entrepreneurs, starting with nothing and being focused and com-
mitted. Matilda Joslyn Gage would be proud.” Barbara and her partner Janet Lutz were among 
the local woman-owned businesses who organized a “Victorian Lace and Recipe Chase” fund-
raiser for the Gage Foundation last year. 

Judith Wellman, founding board member of the 
Gage Foundation, will host a lively discussion of 
her new book, The Road to Seneca Falls, during 
high tea on April 17, 2005 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Matilda Joslyn Gage Home, 210 E. Genesee Street, 
Fayetteville. A book signing follows the event.  Tea 
tickets are $15 and books are 
$30.  Reservations are required 
at 637-9511. 

The Gage Foundation may 
soon be seen on Wife 
Swap, a popular ABC re-
ality show.  The TV crew 

filmed an Underground Railroad tour at the 
Gage Home in March.  The episode should 
air in about two months. Watch our website 
for an announcement of the date.  



 

 

HOUSE RESTORATION REPORT 
 
IF  THESE  WALLS  COULD  TALK  they might tell 
the story of the old clay pipe bowl found hidden in 
the wall when clapboard siding on the East side of 
the Gage House was removed this winter. We also 
uncovered a fragment of a yellow wrapper - per-
haps from soap or crackers - endorsed by the 
Swedish Nightingale, Jenny Lind. These items are 
on display in the Gage parlor.  The discovery 
phase of the house restoration will continue with 
the removal of portions of the kitchen April 11-
13 and the non-historic porch on the west side of 
the house in May.  The results will be combined 
with the social history of the house to create an 
Historic Structure Report, which will guide our 
restoration.   
 
WORK CONTINUES THIS SUMMER when Kim 
Christensen will be returning to the Gage Home 
to conduct archaeological and archival research 
in July.  Kim worked for the Gage Foundation, first 
as a volunteer and then as an intern from 2000 
and 2002 while a student at Syracuse University.  
She is now completing her first year in the An-
thropology Ph.D. program at the University of 
California Berkeley.  Some volunteer opportuni-
ties will be available this summer (no previous ex-
perience with archaeology necessary) - please 
email Kim at: 
kchristensen@berkeley.edu for more information.  
The site will also be open to the public during the 
month of July, so stop by for a chat and a tour! 

THE MATILDA JOSYLN GAGE  
FOUNDATION 

   
  Loretta Zolkowski, President 
  Jeanne Shenandoah, Vice President 
  Mary Anne Krupsak, Secretary 
  Jackie Charette, Treasurer 
  Dr. Rosemary Agonito 
  Mac Hudson 
  Dr. Jack Manno 
  Francis McMillan Parks  
  Ruth Putter 
  Mimi Kennedy 
  Dr. Sally Roesch Wagner, Executive Director 

 

 
 
  

 
The Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation, Inc. is incorporated as a not-for-profit, 

tax deductible organization in the state of NY. 
______________________________ 

 
 Sally Roesch Wagner, Executive Director 

Lynn Bergan, Office Manager 
Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation 

P.O. Box 192, Fayetteville, New York 13066 
(315) 637-9511 phone/ fax 

gagefoundation@earthlink.net 
www.matildajoslyngage.org  

 

National Advisors:  
Louise Bernikow  
Michael Patrick Hearn  
Coline Jenkins  
 Barbara Seaman  

Descendant Advisors: 
Jocelyn Birch Burdick  
Harry Gage Carpenter  

Gita Morena 
Barbara Seaman             

Robert and Clare Baum  

SPECIAL THANK YOU  TO:  

·  Mac Hudson of Tucson, Arizona for organizing , and Mary 
Anne Clark for hosting, the most profitable Friendraiser 
we’ve ever had.  

·  The friends of the late Janet Baum Donaldson who honored 
her memory with gifts to the Gage Foundation. 

·  Ali’s Finder’s Keepers for the dramatic makeover they ef-
fected in the front parlor in preparation for the Wife Swap 
filming.  

 
·  Marissa Mims for layout and Laurie Carter Noble for edit-

ing this newsletter. 

Blythe Bennett  
Carl Borning 
Barbara Brown  
Nancy Brown 
Dora Lee Dauma  
Ranjit Dighe 
Barb Evans   
Freida Jacques 

David Kellogg  
Connie Lowe 
Barbara Rivette  
Joanne Silverstein 
Lois Spitzer   
Jackie Warren-Moore 
Therese Wiley Dancks  

Local Advisors: 

A warm welcome to our new office manager, Lynn Ber-
gan!  With an academic background in Psychology and 
Business, Lynn brings ten years  each experience in office 
management and human relations recruiting.  Active in 
the community, Lynn is a member of the Mohawk Nation 
Bear Clan.  
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