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JOIN THE Oz FANS IN FAYETTEVILLE THIS OCTOBER

Presenters, exhibits, and movies,
oh my! This October, follow the
Yellow Brick Road
to Fayetteville,
N.Y., the birth-
place of Oz.

Author L.
Frank Baum was
first encouraged to
write his fanciful
children §stories
by his mother-in-
law, the prominent
woman §rights
leader Matilda Jos-
Ilyn Gage. Her home will be the center-
piece of activity during the Gage Foun-
dation §third annual Wonderful
Weekend of Oz Oct. 10-12.

“1t will be a pilgrimage for Oz
fans to visit the area and tour this
gracious old home,”&xplains
Angelica Carpenter, president of

The International Wizard of Oz Club.

The Club will hold its 2008
convention as part of the
Wonderful Weekend,
in partnership with the
Gage Foundation.

Pulitzer Prize winning
author and Oz fan Alison
Lurie will be a featured
presenter. She will join
authors Michael Patrick
Hearn, the world §leading
authority on Baum, and
John Fricke, the pre-
eminent scholar of all
things related to the classic 1939
Wizard of Oz film.

Fricke will host a screening of
the film at the Palace Theatre in
Syracuse Oct. 11. The Last Egyptian,
a long-lost silent film written and
produced by Baum also has been
secured for the event.

A display of photographs by
Baum is among the planned exhibits.
Several of Baum §1887 photos now
guide the extensive rehabilitation of
the Gage Home.

Scheduled live performances
include a Musical Oz Review and a
script-in-hand performance of Baum §
first stage success, The Maid of Arran.

Gage/Baum descendants
Bob Baum, with his wife Clare,

Gita Dorothy Morena, and Meagan
Mantele will represent the family.

The weekend will culminate in
the 7th annual Gage Foundation
Benefit Auction at the elegant
Wellington House in Fayetteville.

The Greater Manlius Chamber
of Commerce has also been collabo-
rating with the Gage Foundation and
plans to hold its annual Business
Expo in conjunction with Gage
activities the same weekend.

Community Leaders Celebrate Gage’s Birthday

On March 24, Matilda
Joslyn Gage Sbirthday,
the Gage Foundation
hosted a celebration to
update community leaders
about its work. Elected
officials, business people,
representatives from
social service agencies,
and a variety of supporters
gathered at the Stickley
Museum in Fayetteville,
N.Y., to hear about the
Foundation §progress and
future plans.

Guests were treated to
an address by Los Angeles

actress Mimi Kennedy, best
known for her role as the
hippie mom in the TV com-
edy series Dharma and
Greg and soon to appear in
a BBC feature film costar-
ring Sopranos 3tar James
Gandolfini. Kennedy is a
longtime Gage supporter.
Harry Gage Carpenter of
Peapack, N.J., shared an
important message as a
Gage descendant.
Fayetteville Mayor
Mark Olson read a procla-
mation declaring March 24
to be Matilda Joslyn Gage

Day in Fayetteville.

The evening closed
with the premiere of a
10-minute documentary
short about Gage and the
Foundation Swork.

Thanks go to Fortino §
Florist for a lovely flower
arrangement and to Café
Milan for developing the
Matilda Joslyn Gage
Sandwich.

A special thank you to
Greg Vadney, director
of the Stickley Museum,
for working with us so
generously.

Actress Mimi Kennedy (left)
and Aminy Audi, president of
the Stickley, Audi & Co. furni-
ture company, were among the
Gage Foundation 3 guests at
The Stickley Museum.


www.MatildaJoslynGage.org

FROM THE DIRECTOR

There are
more slaves

in the world
today than

at any other
point in
history. I would
have been skepti-
cal a year ago of
anyone even claiming it was much of
aproblem; today I know there are
about 20,000 slaves in the United
States alone. Six of us from the Gage
Foundation are headed to New York
City this week to meet with The Inter-
national Coalition of Historic Site
Museums of Conscience, tour the
East Side Tenement Museum, and
work with their consultant to develop
a “tea and talk”8n modern-day slav-
ery at the Gage Home. We have
joined the Coalition, received a grant
from them to develop this program,
and hope our home will soon become
an official “sfte of conscience”long
with the 17 currently accredited
museums worldwide where past
struggles for justice are remembered
and their contemporary legacies are
addressed.

In keeping with our
“Conscience in Community ”theme,
we have decided to name the five
principal rooms in the Gage Home
for our five interpretive areas.

The Vision

Imagine when we finish the res-
toration and you are standing in the
Woman §Rights room where Susan
B. Anthony and Matilda wrote the
History of Woman
Suffrage. Here you learn about
Gage 51876 Declaration of Rights
of Women along with the 1979 in-
ternational bill of rights for women,
The Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW), which

The Engager <®pring 2008

has been ratified by over 90 percent
of the United Nations members, but
i not the United States. :

Or imagine you are in the

Haudenosaunee room, where we
! tell the First Nations First Story,
i about the native influence on de-

mocracy, the woman Srights move-
ment, and Matilda. Over tea, you
are asked to think about the current
issues of treaty rights and native
sovereignty, which Gage supported

130 years ago.

Then you step into the

: Baum/family room, where the Oz
i author L. Frank Baum married :
! Matilda §youngest daughter, Maud. :
You view a photo Frank took of the
i parlor in 1887 that looks identical to
i the room in which you & standing.

Frank §14 Oz books, you learn,
carry Matilda §message of peace
and social justice. “Does Gage have
descendants?”you ask, and get a
virtual introduction to her family
members today telling how they

are connected to the work of their
i ancestor.

Imagine a room dedicated to

religious freedom, where the ongo-
i ing struggle to maintain the wall of
! separation between church and

state is enshrined and discussed.
And finally, you reach the Un-
derground Railroad room, where
you compare the risk Matilda took
in welcoming freedom seekers (six

i months in jail and a $1,000 fine)

i with the risk you face if you help
fugitive slaves escape in the United
i States today.

Looking Further
Other people have taken this

interpretive concept further: how

i about a South Dakota section in the
to-be-added Welcome Center,

i where the story of how all four of

i Gage Fchildren moved to Dakota

{ (as did most of the young people of
Fayetteville) can help us tell the
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larger story of migration within the
country in the 19t century and today.
That §the vision, to create a

home for the stories. This idea lends
¢ itself to another, which is just

emerging: a special home for the
people whose stories we are telling.

Reaching Out

We want to reach out to those
who have a stake in creating the

i story to meet with us in facilitated
¢ community groups to help us
design the room where their story
: will be told.

We are looking for a grant, for
example, to bring together Native

i women and Foundation members

to hammer out what the Haudeno-

saunee room will look and feel like.
We want to create five tfomes,”~

if you will, within the Gage Home,

each one a safe place, a familiar

place where you can speak your

i mind, where people might not

i always agree but where ideas will be
i respected, a place of active dialogue
and engagement. We want to create
i apersonal home for those who have
a passionate interest in each of our

i five stories.

It is going to take all our efforts
to make it happen. While our
capital campaign is still in the silent
stage, several people have heard
rumors and come forth with

i generous initial gifts.

We e not completely silent! If

you are interested in being an early
i part of the creation of this legacy
and would like to visit with me or
i Loretta Zolkowski, our capital cam-

paign committee chair, we @ be
delighted to talk with you. Call me
on my direct line at (315) 727-8816
or Loretta at (315) 432-9171 ext.
4343. We want to hear your ideas.

i Together we will dare to seek
i justice!

—Sally Roesch Wagner, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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International students visit the Gage Home in February.

Oz: THE INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE

A group of Indonesian students
from Syracuse University $English Lan-
guage Institute came to the Gage Home
on a cold day in February for tea and a
tour with Senior Docent Sue Boland.

“I“struggled to explain the
Underground Railroad, the Hauden-
osaunee, the woman suffrage
movement, and Gage $criticism
of religion in terms that they could
understand,” Peports Boland. “But when
| said, Bo you know “The
Wizard of Oz”7 Their eyes lit up and they
said, Dorothy! Because of the movie,

they were well versed in the language of
Oz, and were excited to have their pic-
ture taken in front of the only home
where Baum lived and told his stories
that is open to the public.

“But I think some of my talk
did get through. On the last photo, as the
girls gathered around the 1888 photo of
Gage with her co-workers, they told the
boys to stay out of the picture; this one
was just for the girls!~>~

DIG RESUMES THIS SUMMER!

return to

the Gage Home to
conduct
archaeological
excavations for the
fourth summer in a row.

Beginning in late July/early

August (exact dates TBA), Kim will con-

tinue exploring the yard area

of the house in order to learn more
about the Gages Taily lives and provide
information helpful to the house resto-
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Kim Christensen will

ration project.

The work will focus on the stone
foundation uncovered behind the house
during last summer Sexcavations, as well
as examining yard areas exposed when
20th-century house additions were re-
moved .

Volunteers are needed both for the
excavations and lab work. If you are
interested, in participating, email Kim
at kchristensen@berkeley.edu to be
added to an email announcements
list.
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Visit the Gage Home
for the View of a Lifetime

The Gage Home will be open for
rehabilitation tours Saturdays 10-2
during June, July, and
August. Walk on the original floors
where Gage walked. See the wallpaper
from her time that has been uncov-
ered. You will never again be able to
see the house in this form, so take ad-
vantage of the opportunity!

During your visit, you can view
the display of the household items
uncovered in the archaeological dig of
the yard.

Tours are also available by
appointment.

Walk Where Matilda Walked

Senior Docent Sue Boland
will conduct walking tours this sum-
mer. Join her for a fascinating look at
Gage SFayetteville and the historic
Fayetteville cemetery on:
" July5(Sat.)9am.—

Gage SFayetteville

July 6 (Sun.) 4 p.m. —Fayetteville

cemetery

July 26 (Sat.) 9 a.m. —

Fayetteville cemetery

July 27 (Sun.) 4 p.m. —

Gage SFayetteville

Contact the Gage Foundation for
details and to register.

Join Us in Telling the Story

The story of Gage and her work is
empowering and fascinating, and we
need people to help us tell it. Would
you like to give tours of the Gage
Home?

Senior docent and local
historian Sue Boland will present two
initial docent training sessions May 10
and 17 from 10-2 at the Gage Home.
Lunch will be served. You may attend
one or both, with follow-up sessions to
be scheduled in June. Contact the
Gage Foundation to sign up.

Page 3


www.MatildaJoslynGage.org

Donor Acknowlegments

DONORS 2007

Liberty Brigade
2007

Blythe Bennett

Margaret Broughton

Barbara Brown

Betty Carlisle

Jackie Charette

Mary Krane Derr

Ranjit Dighe

Janice Dowling, in honor of
Shirley McIntosh

Phyllis B. Frank

Sarah E. Gardener

Miriam Gruver

Christy Hargesheimer, in honor
of Oriel Kinley

Clare Holzman

Amy Kemp

AnnMarie Leo

H. Chase Livingston

Lynne Meyers

Alice Mott

Donna Nortman

Margaret Richards

Betsy Ritz

Paula Schlusberg

Susan Van Veghel Hoffelt

Sally Roesch Wagner

Carole Wenthen

Stephanie Zwolinski

Sustainer of
Freedom

Harry & Doodie Carpenter
Theresa Corrigan

Murray Hudson

Mary Anne Krupsak
Margaret McFadden

Mt. Roeschmore Fdtn Trust
Patricia Lynn Cross Trust
Ruth Putter

Liberty League

Aminy I. Audi

Jackie Charette
Francis Family Trust
David Wagner
David White

Defenders of
Justice

Alpert, Stearns, Daley &
LaCombe

Louise Birkhead

Anonymous

Freida Jacques

Gita Morena
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Larissa Matheny Roesch
Rick & Linda Roesch
Susan Rollins

Elizabeth Wolfe Morse

Suffragist Leader

Sue Boland
Barbara Dean
Elizabeth Flocke
Sarah E. Gardener
Key Foundation
Sharon Marhewka
Shireen Miles
Miles-Williams Family Trust
Sally Van Veghel
Uno Chicago Grill
Laura X

Patron of Equality

Susan Boettger

Dorian Brooks

Jocelyn Burdick

Margaret Curry

Mary Discher

Marilyn Fitterman

Catherine Frail

Freethinkers of Upstate
New York

Gisella Gall

Lee Gatta

Martha E. Gifford

Louise Jerome

Ann Moore

Claire Rudolph

ShopForMuseums

Beverly Taylor

Unitarian Universalist
Society of Auburn, N.Y.

Karen Wolff

History Sponsor

Beverly C. Adams

Marilyn T. Aldrich

Anonymous

Marvin Bram & Ann Van der
Meulen

Betty Brooks

Betty Carlisle

Frieda Carnell

Andrew & Anne Dickey

Karen Dudra

Carole Gossner

Ruth Hotaling

Heidi Johnson

David Kellogg

Ellen LaBelle

Elizabeth Long

Timothy J. Madigan

Ann Marie Magill

Nancy McCarty

Dolores Schuliar, in memory of
Richard Schuliar

Susan Slenker, in memory of
Elisabeth Peterman Tefft &
Annette Stuart Peterman

Laurie H. Thomas

Friend of Matilda

Jeanne C. Allen

R. Hale Andrews
Anonymous

Mary Armstrong
Jean Bowman
Barbara Brooner
Barbara Brown
Nancy E. Clausen
Karen Clem

Lynn Cooper

Beth Crawford
Nora Dye

Shirley Einhorn
Barb Evans
Cynthia Ewers
Ann ForFreedom
Goodsearch
Margaret Gottscho
W. Thomas Hale
Judy Hamilton
Christy Hargesheimer
Coline Jenkins
Myrna Johnston
Marie Margosian
Alice Mott

Edward Nizalowski
Malcolm Norton

Onondaga High School Sun-
shine Committee, in honor
of Diane Medvitz

James L. Perry

Joanne Silverstein

Linda Simkin

Francis Kip Smith

Nancy B. Wall

Carole Wenthen

Virginia Wickwar

Elizabeth Yavits

DONORS 2008
to date

Liberty Brigade
2008

Blythe Bennett

Jackie Charette

Mary Coleman

Stephanie Cross

Ranjit Dighe

Phyllis B. Frank

Diana Green

Miriam Gruver

Susan S. Hansen

Nancy Larraine Hoffmann
Freida Jacques

David Kellogg, matched by

Bristol-Myers Squibb
Foundation
Amy Kemp
AnnMarie Leo
Marie Margosian
Lynne Meyers
Alice Mott
Reiko Nagumo
Hank & Grace Niles
Donna Nortman, in honor of
Virginia Vedder
Sally Roesch Wagner

Liberty League

Francis Family Fund

Suffragist Leader

Jackie Charette
Dr. Joan |. Roberts

Patron of Equality

Barfoot-Taylor
Heidi J. Holtz-Eakin
Donna Lucente
Yvette L. Lucente
Loretta Zolkowski

History Sponsor

Elizabeth Ayer
Sarah Gardener
Louise Jerome
Delores Schuliar

Friend of Matilda

Blythe Bennett
Judy Dardzinksi
Sandy Schepp
ShopForMuseums
Sue Slate

Lois Stuber Spitzer
Theodore Wallin

In-kind Donations

2008

Café Milan

Mary Joslin Discher

Fortino’s Florist

Make and Take Gourmet of
Fayetteville

The Wine House

In Memory of
Margaret Stinson

Dennis R. and Gail Baldwin

Linda Penfield Danilek

Kristina Dyer and Carol
Worman

Walter and Nancy Everett
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Robert E. and Roberta J.
Grimm

Marjorie T. Julian

June E. Licence

Marguerite Mullenneaux

David and Ann Muyskens

Douglas A. and Dorothea P.
Nelson

Margaret H. Nelson

Irma R. Pearlstone

Margaret P. and Walter V.
Price

Cynthia M. Rosbrook

Ellen L. Rubenstein

Lorraine Schmidt

Helen B. Sheppard

Lois Stuber Spitzer

Pam Stinson

Valerie L. Stinson

Janet C. and R. Bruce Taylor

Karen Uplinger

Cheryl A. Young, matched by
National Grid

Capital

Campaign

Anonymous

Mary Druke

Kenneth H. Spitzer, M.D., and
Lois Stuber Spitzer

Deborah J. Stinson, Pam
Stinson, and Valerie
L. Stinson, in memory of
Margaret Stinson

Victorian Society in Syracuse

Sally Roesch Wagner, in
memory of Sharon Sue
Meppelink

The
Matilda Joslyn Gage
Foundation
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PRESIDENT MANNO:

| Jack Manno, Ph.D.,
is an associate
| professor in the

ronmental Studies
at the State Univer-
sity of New York

% | College of Environ-
) mental Science and
Forestry. Manno serves as board
president for the Gage Foundation.
Here, he explains the reasons for his
commitment to the Foundation.

“1 strategic about my goals. |
choose my projects. | take on one
global project, one regional one, and
one local. Each has to be fun, inspire
me, and lead me toward my ultimate
goal of ending all forms of oppression,
all forms of human beings systemati-
cally hurting other human beings.

“My local project is the Gage
Foundation —because Gage had
a clear understanding of the mecha-
nisms of oppression and could
imagine and organize a program

Junior Girl Scouts Katherine Millet (seated
left) and Beth Bannar staff a display at a

Gage Foundation event in March. Standing

is Katherine 3 mother, Leslie Cameron.
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Department of Envi-

WHY I’'M COMMITTED TO GAGE

to transform society.

“I“want the people of this region
and the people of the world to know
and celebrate this history. I want my
colleagues who are planning the fu-
ture of global ecological cooperation
to take sustenance from our stories.
I want us to be a museum of con-
science and a center for plotting the
global celebrations when we succeed.

“There is a familiar saying that
those who ignore history are des-
tined to repeat it. It §a wise saying
but a bit jaundiced with its notion
that history only gives us cautionary
tales to avoid repeating. History also
gives us models of a life well lived
and a project that made the world a
better place. | want us to celebrate
this history so we become destined
not to repeat but to reprise it.

“AWVe need to fully restore Gage §
home. We need the library. We need
a place for people to visit for the
restorative and inspirational effects
of being introduced to greatness.”~

Collaboration With
Girl Scouts Blossoms

Sue Stewart, CEO of the Girl
Scout Council of Central New York,
and Gage Foundation Executive
Director Sally Roesch Wagner will
present Katherine Millet and Eliza-
beth (Beth) Bannar with the Junior
Girl Scout Bronze Award on May 20.
The two Troop #151 Junior Girl
Scouts furthered the identification of
the flowers in Gage $garden from an
1887 photo and began finding where
to purchase heirloom seeds .

As Gage Scollaboration with the
Girl Scouts grows, we are applying
for funding to hold a summit of girls
and women from both our organiza-
tions to develop a strategic plan for
our projects.
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‘Sites of Conscience’ Grant

A recent $10,000 Project
Development Grant from The
International Coalition of Historic
Site Museums of Conscience will
allow us to develop a “Tea and Talk
Slavery in the 21st Century Dia-
logue Program. This interpretive
Underground Railroad program
will provide an opportunity for
visitors to engage in a facilitated
dialogue about slavery in the
United States and the world today.

Guidance From Gifford

The Gifford Foundation is
leading the Gage Foundation
through an evaluation of where
we are in the lifecycle of our
organization. The staff, board,
and committees are working on
this snapshot of where we are right
now and where we can strengthen
our infrastructure.

Chamber Award

A beautiful Stickley clock now
graces the Gage offices. David
Holder, president of the Syracuse
Convention & Visitors Bureau,
presented the Gage Foundation
with this Share A Cuse Award for
bringing The International Wizard
of Oz Club to hold its annual
convention in conjunction with the
Gage Foundation §Wonderful
Weekend of Oz.

Board member David
Kellogg and Executive Director
Sally Roesch Wagner joined
1,000 guests at the 19th annual
Greater Syracuse Chamber of
Commerce
Business of
the Year
Awards on
March 6 to
accept the
award.
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Experience Matilda sRose Revival. seeinside!

2008 Essay Contest Winners

Rachael Weiter, a junior at Fayetteville-Manlius
High School, won first prize in this year $§Matilda
Joslyn Gage Essay Contest for her comparison between
the Constitutional work of Gage and the late Patsy
Mink, who served 12 terms representing Hawaii in the
U.S. House and authored the Title X Amendment of
the Higher Education Act to ensure equal rights for
women.

Second prize went to Rhimmon Simchy-Gross,
also of F-M, who compared Gage and Hillary Rodham
Clinton; third went to Elizabeth Post of East-Syracuse
Minoa High School for her comparison of the social

Pictured from left to right on the front steps of the Gage Home:

Elizabeth Post, Rhimmon Simchy-Gross, and Rachael Weiter justice advocacy of Gage and singer Bono.
INVITE US TO We now have a documentary featuring feminist icon Gloria Steinem, Oz/Baum
YOUR i scholars Michael Patrick Hearn and John Fricke, Former New York State Lt. Gov. Mary

: Anne Krupsak, Gage descendants, and others weaving the remarkable story of Gage and
ORGANIZATION the Foundation’s work to restore her memory. The 10-minute summary of Gage’s work
OR HOME! is available for organization and house talks given by speakers from the Foundation.

: Call to arrange a time to see it!
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